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INFO OCT-01 ARA-06 ISO-OO SS-07 NSC-06 CCO-OO H-03 /024W 

181513 095374/40 

R 172212Z FEB 77 
FM AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0768 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE PANAMA 1 195 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, PN 

SUBJECT: FOREIGN MINISTRY CANCELS BRIEFING FOR CODEL SLACK 

REF: STATE 035807 

1 . ON FEBRUARY 16, FOREIGN MINISTRY CANCELLED BRIEFING 
THAT WAS SCHEDULED TO BE GIVEN VISITING CODEL BY NEW 
FOREIGN MINISTER GONZALEZ-REVILLA. IN RESPONSE TO 
INQUIRIES ABOUT POSSIBLE REPLACEMENT, OTHER MINISTRY 
OFFICIALS, INCLUDING VICE MINISTER OZORES AND TREATY 
ADVISER LOPEZ-GUEVARA, WERE ALL SAID TO BE UNAVAILABLE. 

2. COMMENT: CANCELLATION OF FOREIGN MINISTRY BRIEFING 
IS APPARENTLY TIED TO CURRENT STATE OF TREATY TALKS 
BEING HELD ON CONTADORA ISLAND. PRESS COMMENTS CRITICAL 

OF TREATY NEGOTIATIONS MADE BY CONGRESSMEN RUDD AND STUMP 
OF CEDEL (REFTEL) APPEARED IN SOME FEBRUARY 17 PAPERS, 

BUT STATEMENTS APPARENTLY NOT RELATED TO CANCELLATION OF 
BRIEFING, SINCE THEY APPEARED IN PRESS DAY AFTER MINISTRY 
CALLED EMBASSY. 
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